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Our New Sign 

Claim appointments are 

available on Mondays and 

Tuesdays. Walk-in claim 

appointments are available 

on Thursdays.  (same day 

as the food box pickup). 

Greetings Veterans & Family 

Members!  Welcome to the first 

newsletter of 2023!   
 

Please take a look at what is Inside 

This Issue and at the Special Points 

of Interest. This information is 

included in this newsletter to help 

you decide if you want to file a 

PACT Act presumptive claim.  Being 

service-connected for your 

disabilities will help you in the long 

run and could help your family as 

well.  
 

Events are starting to kick off again 

and recently we had a PACT Act 

Presentation from the Veterans 

Benefits Administration.   Thank 

you to those veterans who 

attended!   
 

I am working on setting up 

programming  for veteran suicide 

awareness and prevention from 

April to June. I will send out flyers 

and emails for those events as 

details are finalized. 
 

Please contact me to set up a claim 

appointment or for any questions! 

 

I normally try not to make the 

newsletter this this long, but there 

is a lot of information to share.   
 

~ Ramona, TVSO  

(Accredited) 



 

*Veteran Only ~ Food Box Pick Up 
Every Thursday  

9 am to 3 pm 

Tribal Veterans Service Office Events 
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Social Security Administration 
Presentation  

Upcoming Tribal Veteran Service Office Events 

Veteran Suicide Awareness  Memorial Day Gifts  

The Tribal Veterans 

Service Office will be 

doing a lot of work around 

Veteran Suicide 

Awareness & Prevention 

this year. Keep an eye out 

for more information as 

the events are planned. 

 

 Yoga Classes 

 Oregon CALM Training 

 Giveaway items 

*Widows of and family members of Veterans also welcome 
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Women Veterans Conference 
May 20 - 21, 2023 

The Tribal Veterans Service Office is a program under Community Programs in the Social Services 
Department.  This program is separate and apart from the Veterans Special Events Board.  

As the Tribal Veterans Service Officer, my 

primary role is to: 

 

 Assist tribal veterans, community veterans and 

their family members with VA claims and 

advocate on their behalf.   

 File service-connected disability claims on 

behalf of tribal veterans and community 

veterans.   

 

In addition, I create programming intended to 

provide: 

 

 Information and education  

 Opportunities for engagement  

 Outreach  

 Cultural opportunities  
 

Facebook Page: 

@CTGRTVSO 

 

#ctgrtribalveterans #ctgrhonorsveterans 

#ctgrwomenveterans #ctgrtvso #weneedyouhere 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 

Veterans Special Event Board is a Native 

American Veteran organization to represent 

The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde.  

 

The Board:  

 

 Performs Honor Guard (Color Guard) duties 

around the State 

 Puts on the annual Marcellus Norwest 

Veterans Powwow 

 Assists with community events such as the 

Roll the Dice Car Show 

 Oversees the applicants for the Veterans 

Memorial Wall 

 Accepts donations and give donations to 

veterans programs in the community 

 

Facebook Page:  

@CTGRVeteransSEB 

Women Veterans Town Hall 
March 21, 2023 

Oregon 

 

Veteran 

 

Events 



 

Save the Date -  
Upcoming Tribal Events 

Veterans Memorial Wall Name Ceremony 

West Valley Veterans Memorial ~ Date / Time TBD 

Marcellus Norwest Memorial Veterans Powwow 

Uyxat Powwow Grounds ~ July 7, 8, and 9, 2023 

PACT Act Claims Workshop - Tentative 

Uyxat Powwow Grounds ~ July 7, 2023 

Seeking Tribal Member Purple Heart 
Veterans 

*New* - Veterans COMPACT Act of  2020 (effective January 17, 2023) 

VA now allows veterans in acute suicidal crisis to go to 

any VA or non-VA health care facility for emergency 

health care at no cost.  Under the COMPACT Act of  

2020 (the final policy took effect on January 17, 2023) 

will allow VA to : 
 

 Provide, pay for, or reimburse for treatment of 

eligible individuals’ emergency suicidal care, 

transportation costs, and follow-up care at an 

inpatient or crisis residential care for up to 30 days 

and outpatient care for 90 days.   
 

 Make appropriate referrals for care following the 

period of emergency suicide care 
 

 Determine eligibility for other VA services and 

benefits. 
 

 Refer eligible individuals to appropriate VA 

programs and for benefits following the period of 

emergency suicide care.  
 

 Veterans do not need to be enrolled in the VA 

system to use this benefit.  

Tribal Veterans!  

Were you awarded a Purple 

Heart?  

Contact the TVSO if you wish 

to share that information.  

I would like to recognize you.  

Deadline to Submit:  

May 31, 2023 
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*New* - Oregon Veteran Dental Program 

Important Information 

Advisory Committee on Tribal and Indian Affairs; Notice of  Meeting 

April 4, 5, and 6, 2023 at Seven Feathers Resort or Virtual (link below) 

The purpose of the Committee is to advise the Secretary on all matters relating to 

Indian tribes, tribal organizations, Native Hawaiian organizations, and Native American 

Veterans. The meetings are open to the public (virtually) and will be recorded. 

Members of the public can attend the meeting by joining the Zoom meeting at the link 

below. The Secretary will be attending Day 2.   
 

Meeting Link: 

https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/veteransaffairs/j.php?MTID=m84b407c76887af 

a5d1db9bb499c27d64 

Contact Cassandra (C.J.) 

Rhamy at GRHW at  

(503) 879-1359 with any 

questions or if you need 

assistance filling out the 

application. 

https://www.oregon.gov/odva/Benefits/Pages/Dental.aspx 
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To file a successful claim, you need three things:   
 
1) A current, diagnosed disability and 
 
2) An in-service event, injury, or illness; and  
 
3) A medical nexus between the current 
disability and the in-service event, injury, or 
illness (a link between 1 and 2).  
 

Documents Needed to Prove Your Claim:  
 

1) Your medical diagnosis, information, and 
records  
 
2) Your military medical records if you have 
them 
 
3) Any and all documentation that could help 
support your claim  

Filing A Successful Regular Claim for VA Benefits 

PACT Act - What Are Toxics?  

The PACT Act  stands for: Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring Our Promise to 

Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act of 2022.  This legislation encompasses toxics of 

all types (see list below). Keep this in mind when deciding whether to file a claim: 

If you believe you were exposed to toxins in service but; 
 

 You did not serve in one of the presumptive locations previously 

shown, and / or 

 You did not serve during one of the time periods shown, and / or 

 You have a disability related to exposure, but it’s not one of the 

presumptive disabilities previously shown…. 

If you aren’t 

sure, file a 

claim anyway! 
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Filing a Claim for Presumptive Conditions 

 

Ask yourself the following questions 
(refer to p. 8 or 9) : 

 

 Have I served in any of the identified 
presumptive locations? And,  

 
 Have I served during the identified 

presumptive time periods for that 
location? And,  

 
 Am I diagnosed with a chronic illness 

from the presumptive lists ? 
 

Bring the evidence you have to show proof 
of these three elements to your claim 
appointment.  
 
If you do not have all the needed 
documents, you can also submit an “Intent 
to File” Form by setting up an appointment 
with me. Or, call 1-800-827-1000. This will 
preserve your filing date for up to a year 
while you gather your documents.   

 

 

Are you ready to file your claim? 
 
If so, you can file multiple ways:    
 Set up an appointment with me or 

an accredited representative in your 
state 

 
 Gather all of the items from the 

“Documents Needed” ( on p.6) or,  
 
 Go online and file through your 

VA.Gov Online Account or,  
 
 By Mail or,  
 
 Drop off your application and 

documents at the nearest Regional 
Office (check in your state). 

VBA - Veterans Benefits Administration 



 

Burn Pit and Other Toxic Exposures Presumptive Conditions (added due to PACT) 

Burn Pits Service Locations 
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Burn Pits and Other Toxins Gulf  War Veterans 

Gulf War Veterans 



 

9 

Agent Orange Toxic Exposures Presumptive Conditions (added due to PACT) 

Agent Orange Exposed Veterans Agent Orange Service Locations 

Vietnam Veterans - PACT Act Claim - Hypertension Explained 

 

If you were granted for Hypertension at 0%, 

you are now considered service-connected for 

Hypertension; just at a non-compensable 

percentage (no pay).   
 

If your rating came back at 0% and you feel it 

should be higher, speak with your physician.  
 

Show your physician the Rating Formula Sheet 

and speak with them about your blood 

pressure.  The provider can help you figure out 

what your blood pressure numbers are.   
 

Your medical documentation needs to show 

that your condition meets the criteria on the 

rating sheet.  We can submit that to VA as new 

evidence to request a rating higher than 0%.  
 

(Remember, there is no guarantee that VA will 

rate you higher). 

Hypertension Rating Formula Sheet 



 

Claim Process Guideline  
(each claim is unique and a variety of factors can change this timeline) West Valley Memorial 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Community Programs / SSD 

Attn: TVSO 

9615 Grand Ronde Rd. 

Grand Ronde, OR 97347 


