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Our New Sign 

Claim appointments are 

available on Mondays and 

Tuesdays. Walk-in claim 

appointments are available 

on Thursdays (same day as 

the food box pickup). 

Greetings Veterans & Family 

Members!   
 

File your PACT Act claim by 

August 9, 2023 to be eligible 

for backdated benefits 

 
There’s no deadline to apply for 

PACT Act benefits. But if you file 

your PACT Act claim—or quickly 

submit your intent to file—

by August 9, 2023, you may 

receive benefits backdated to 

August 10, 2022. So don’t wait, 

apply today.  

 

We have been working on various 

events around the PACT Act so you 

can file all applicable claims and 

potentially receive backdated 

benefits if granted.    

 

Please see all the flyers inside this 

issue.  

 

We will be having a larger PACT Act 

Claims Event in September as well 

because we want to get veterans 

the opportunity to apply for PACT 

Act service-connection!  
 

~ Ramona, TVSO  

(Accredited) 



 

Veterans Summit &  
Resource Fair 

PACT Act Presentation 
Friday, July 7, 2023 at 6 p.m.  

at the Powwow Grounds 

Tribal Veterans Service Office Events 

Veterans Honoring 
1 to 2 p.m.  

at the Veterans Summit 

We will be honoring our Tribal Purple Heart 

Veterans at the Summit at 1 p.m.  

 

We will also honor other eras of Veterans 

with a small gift and a moment of 

recognition. 

Veterans Honoring at 1 p.m.  

Tribal Veterans!  

Were you awarded a Purple 

Heart?  

Contact the TVSO to submit your 

information.  

I would like to recognize you.  
 

Deadline to Submit:  

June 30, 2023 

Seeking Tribal Member Purple Heart 
Veterans 



 

Confederated Tribes of  Grand Ronde PACT Act Claims Event 

File your PACT Act claim by August 9 to be eligible for backdated benefits 
There’s no deadline to apply for PACT Act benefits. But if you file your PACT Act claim—or quickly submit your 
intent to file—by August 9, 2023, you may receive benefits backdated to August 10, 2022. So don’t wait, 
apply today.  

This event will offer a full array of services for veterans to be able to file a claim, get tested for 
toxic exposure, and get a compensation and pension exam completed all in one day at one 
location.   
 

File your PACT Act claim by August 9, 2023 to be eligible for backdated benefits 

 

Find your nearest accredited Tribal Veterans Service Officer or County Veterans Service Officer. 
And file a claim or an Intent to File. If you are not prepared to file a full claim before August 9, 
2023, file an Intent to File before that date to preserve your filing date and remain eligible for 
backdated  benefits if granted by VA.   



 

Burn Pit and Other Toxic Exposures Presumptive Conditions (added due to PACT) 

Burn Pits Service Locations 

4 

Burn Pits and Other Toxins Gulf  War Veterans 

Gulf War Veterans 
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Agent Orange Toxic Exposures Presumptive Conditions (added due to PACT) 

Agent Orange Exposed Veterans Agent Orange Service Locations 

Vietnam Veterans - PACT Act Claim - Hypertension Explained 

 

If you were granted for Hypertension at 0%, 

you are now considered service-connected for 

Hypertension; just at a non-compensable 

percentage (no pay).   
 

If your rating came back at 0% and you feel it 

should be higher, speak with your physician.  
 

Show your physician the Rating Formula Sheet 

and speak with them about your blood 

pressure.  The provider can help you figure out 

what your blood pressure numbers are.   
 

Your medical documentation needs to show 

that your condition meets the criteria on the 

rating sheet.  We can submit that to VA as new 

evidence to request a rating higher than 0%.  
 

(Remember, there is no guarantee that VA will 

rate you higher). 

Hypertension Rating Formula Sheet 
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To file a successful claim, you need three things:   
 
1) A current, diagnosed disability and 
 
2) An in-service event, injury, or illness; and  
 
3) A medical nexus between the current 
disability and the in-service event, injury, or 
illness (a link between 1 and 2).  
 

Documents Needed to Prove Your Claim:  
 

1) Your medical diagnosis, information, and 
records  
 
2) Your military medical records if you have 
them 
 
3) Any and all documentation that could help 
support your claim  

Filing A Successful Regular Claim for VA Benefits 

PACT Act - What Are Toxics?  

The PACT Act  stands for: Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring Our Promise to 

Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act of 2022.  This legislation encompasses toxics of 

all types (see list below). Keep this in mind when deciding whether to file a claim: 

If you believe you were exposed to toxins in service but; 
 

 You did not serve in one of the presumptive locations previously 

shown, and / or 

 You did not serve during one of the time periods shown, and / or 

 You have a disability related to exposure, but it’s not one of the 

presumptive disabilities previously shown…. 

If you aren’t 

sure, file a 

claim anyway! 



 7 

Filing a Claim for Presumptive Conditions 

 

Ask yourself the following questions 
(refer to p. 8 or 9) : 

 

 Have I served in any of the identified 
presumptive locations? And,  

 
 Have I served during the identified 

presumptive time periods for that 
location? And,  

 
 Am I diagnosed with a chronic illness 

from the presumptive lists ? 
 

Bring the evidence you have to show proof 
of these three elements to your claim 
appointment.  
 
If you do not have all the needed 
documents, you can also submit an “Intent 
to File” Form by setting up an appointment 
with me. Or, call 1-800-827-1000. This will 
preserve your filing date for up to a year 
while you gather your documents.   

 

 

Are you ready to file your claim? 
 
If so, you can file multiple ways:    
 Set up an appointment with me or 

an accredited representative in your 
state 

 
 Gather all of the items from the 

“Documents Needed” ( on p.6) or,  
 
 Go online and file through your 

VA.Gov Online Account or,  
 
 By Mail or,  
 
 Drop off your application and 

documents at the nearest Regional 
Office (check in your state). 

VBA - Veterans Benefits Administration 



 

*Veteran Only ~ Food Box Pick Up 

Every Thursday 9 am to 3 pm 

Events 

8 

Marcellus Norwest Veterans Powwow 

*Widows of and family members of Veterans also welcome 

Contest Powwow 

Oregon Events 
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From Beneficiary Travel:  the 30-Day Timely Filing Rule is coming back into effect on Friday, June 9, 2023, meaning eligible Veterans 
will have 30 days to file their travel claim for reimbursement after an appointment that meets the criteria. More info here: https://
www.va.gov/health-care/get-reimbursed-for-travel-pay/?fbclid=IwAR2hXxg7GV2kDy4rF3wXMiDN9nMwiXBrGXlCb-
iPSg7eL4MW0HRPPrhrHRY#:~:text=VA%20travel%20pay%20reimbursement%20pays,how%20to%20file%20a%20claim 

 
Another note: Travel Reimbursement is going paperless. To add your direct deposit account go to: https://www.cep.fsc.va.gov/ or If 
you do not have a bank account, apply for a Direct Express card at Go Direct® - Home https://godirect.gov/gpw/  

More info here: https://www.va.gov/health-care/get-reimbursed-for-travel-pay/?
fbclid=IwAR2hXxg7GV2kDy4rF3wXMiDN9nMwiXBrGXlCb-iPSg7eL4MW0HRPPrhrHRY#:~:text=VA%20travel%20pay%
20reimbursement%20pays,how%20to%20file%20a%20claim 

Important Information 

Beneficiary Travel 

Clothing Allowance - VA Form 10-8678—Must submit before August 1st!! 
 
Has your clothing been damaged by your prosthetic or orthopedic device (such as a wheelchair) or by the 
medicine you’re taking for a skin condition? If it has, you may be able to get money each year to help you buy 
new clothes. This is a disability compensation benefit known as an annual clothing allowance. Find out if you 
can get this benefit.  
 
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/special-claims/clothing-allowance/ 

Annual Clothing Allowance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9TKxj3P-A4 

Download your VA Decision Letters 

Disability Benefits for Wounded Warriors 

Did you know that *100% service-connected total and permanent 

disabled veterans can submit a copy of their letter stating their 

disability to Social Security when they apply? This letter will be 

used as evidence to support your request for Social Security 

benefits and may potentially expedite your request.  

 

(*Being 100% service-connected total and permanently disabled 

doesn’t guarantee approval of Social Security benefits).  

 

For more information: https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10030.pdf  

https://www.va.gov/health-care/get-reimbursed-for-travel-pay/?fbclid=IwAR2hXxg7GV2kDy4rF3wXMiDN9nMwiXBrGXlCb-iPSg7eL4MW0HRPPrhrHRY#:~:text=VA%20travel%20pay%20reimbursement%20pays,how%20to%20file%20a%20claim
https://www.va.gov/health-care/get-reimbursed-for-travel-pay/?fbclid=IwAR2hXxg7GV2kDy4rF3wXMiDN9nMwiXBrGXlCb-iPSg7eL4MW0HRPPrhrHRY#:~:text=VA%20travel%20pay%20reimbursement%20pays,how%20to%20file%20a%20claim
https://www.va.gov/health-care/get-reimbursed-for-travel-pay/?fbclid=IwAR2hXxg7GV2kDy4rF3wXMiDN9nMwiXBrGXlCb-iPSg7eL4MW0HRPPrhrHRY#:~:text=VA%20travel%20pay%20reimbursement%20pays,how%20to%20file%20a%20claim
https://www.cep.fsc.va.gov/
https://godirect.gov/gpw/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/get-reimbursed-for-travel-pay/?fbclid=IwAR2hXxg7GV2kDy4rF3wXMiDN9nMwiXBrGXlCb-iPSg7eL4MW0HRPPrhrHRY#:~:text=VA%20travel%20pay%20reimbursement%20pays,how%20to%20file%20a%20claim
https://www.va.gov/health-care/get-reimbursed-for-travel-pay/?fbclid=IwAR2hXxg7GV2kDy4rF3wXMiDN9nMwiXBrGXlCb-iPSg7eL4MW0HRPPrhrHRY#:~:text=VA%20travel%20pay%20reimbursement%20pays,how%20to%20file%20a%20claim
https://www.va.gov/health-care/get-reimbursed-for-travel-pay/?fbclid=IwAR2hXxg7GV2kDy4rF3wXMiDN9nMwiXBrGXlCb-iPSg7eL4MW0HRPPrhrHRY#:~:text=VA%20travel%20pay%20reimbursement%20pays,how%20to%20file%20a%20claim


 

Claim Process Guideline  
(each claim is unique and a variety of factors can change this timeline) West Valley Memorial 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Community Programs / SSD 

Attn: TVSO 

9615 Grand Ronde Rd. 

Grand Ronde, OR 97347 


