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o WELCOME TO OUR SHARED HISTORY g

The Story of Fort Yamhill and the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde

Fort Yamhill 3 Westward Expansion
State Heritage Area ¢ Why Fort Yamhill was Built

Think of this place as a portal to the past. Explore the wails .
P t 3 4 5 h =
use your imagination, and step back in time t gain a new 75 ) = The flood of westward US serclement, known popularly s ‘Manifest Destiny,
perspective on what occurred here a century and a half ago. <) B0\ ¢
The Fore was in operation from 1856-1866 and served asa R/7 \
buffer between white settlers moving into the arca and Native =
Americans located on the nearby Grand Ronde Reservation. : | United States government for miliary interve
Today. the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department and the primarily for the protection of Native Americans who were
Confoderated Tribes of Grand Ronde are working together threatened by setlers, Three forts were ereated on the
0 better understand our heritage through archacological and
historic research.

reached its peak in the mid-1800s. Threars of ‘conflicts in Oregon between
settlers and Native Americans became so widespre: d that Joel Palmer,
| Superintendent of Indian Affairs in Orcgon Territory, begged the
ion. This was

borders of the new reservations, includi
Yamhill. The fortand nearby rivers’ names

Our Voices From The Past were derived from the

This icon will

Take a Walk into the Past appear at the

beginning of

As you walk the erails, interpretive signs will help you :

discover original building locarions, view the Grand Ronde ; 6 g q
Rescrvation, and picture the daily life of soldiers, setlers, American perspective on life ; V% OugVeic hooThelsn
and Native Americans. OF the 24 buildings associated with re Yamhill. Our storie

the Fore, only two exist today. One of the original officer’s tell of the impact of settlers 4 L ; m This icon will appear ar the

quarters is here. The Blockhouse has been moved to Palmer :
beginning of stories telling the

Gty Paskin Doy OGRS coming to Oregon and our

life on the Grand Ronde soldier’s perspective on life at

it our Fort Yamhill. Our stories tell wha it

was like to be stationed here, policing

., wwwgrandronde.org,
for more information. the Indians who found Grand Ronde

Reservation their new home.

e Map Legend
000 0O O House
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T g Veleome Kiosk (you are here)
": i Begin trail to your left

Your Trail Experience

* Interpretive signs and historic
site markers
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Company| Mess
Quarters. Hall L4
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« Vista of Grand Ronde Valley Relocated Officer’s Quarters

and Spirit Mountain Flagpoles
“Trail Location (approximatc)

« 1/2 mile interpretive trail
Historic Structure Location

(approximatc)
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« While portions of the trail are
accessible, certain segments may
be difficult. Parking Lot

ADA accessible trail




WE GREET SETTLEMENT . - .
. . WITH RESERVATIONS

— ‘ S }\’Ccepting__

We agreed to treaties that extinguished
| aboriginal title to our homeland and
"I brought various tribes and bands

together on the Grand Ronde Reservation. The -
government intended this reservation to €ase

tensions between the settlers and our people. In
1856, we became a group of camps at Grand

Ronde beginning a struggle to scratch out an

existence. We attempted to survive as.farmers,

I gatherers, and laborers

'—J 5 == while trying to
S ‘maintain our
“tribal identities.
Moving to the
reservation forced
our different
) 1 tribes, with vastly
ey different lifeways,
| e 1o live side by side
| o e g etz ple dtey” | whille speaking
| e e
R R Gy ke 75 ariidand living under
Bisltan > Yt aec = foreign rule.
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POLICING OR PROTECTING?

O Reserva

Yambhill by

ern Oregon Forts

Silets
Siletz Blo

Feuina Boy

Seal Rochs

Hises BoyREls0n o

Royal A. Bensell edi

Gunter

and Coast Reservation Map from

Bartt

« Military Posts
i Indian Agencies

* Settiemants
» Compeny apets o ol
Grom o the coort

All Quiet on

A System of Forts
Fort Yamhill was one of several forts in western
Oregon. Hostilities between Native Americans and
ﬁurlu\ led to treaties and the establishment of the
Grand Ronde Reservation. Forts such as Yamhill
and Hoskins were built to keep the peace, protect
Natives and settlers, and enforce reservation
boundaries and rules.

e

£

The Hazen Map to the left
shows the Fort’s location

in relation to surrounding
farmland and Indian camps.
The Smith Map below shows
the plan for Fort Yamhill.

smith Map of 1856 (National Archives)

To Keep the Peace

Our first troops moved in after
Indian Agent Joel Palmer wrote
requesting military assistance. He
fL’JrLd the reservation would be overrun by
angry white settlers moving in on the Indian’s
reservation land. Our intent—to maintain a
temporary camp, protect the Indians and

settlers from one another, and enforce rules.
After two years, we had our fort with more
than twenty buildings. Our job—to enforce the
“Line of Demarcation” keeping the settlers and
Indians separate. No one could pass our line

without permission.

There ave quarters :uﬁa'ent v one
company ofxo(diu: ... There are wmore
than quarters emmgh» for the o}ﬁwx,
allowing one building to an nﬁiar.
There is w_qood, blockhouse . ... 4 good,
store house for quarter waster &
Cowumissary, & _qwat house and prison:
agood, hospital ... laundyesses houses:
bake house: stables: bavw: smith’s &
carpenter’s shops: sutler’s store &c. In
short theve are no buildings wanted.

Col. J.K.E. Mansfield, 1858










PASSAGE THROUGH TIME AND CHANGE o0

One Trail — Many Travelers Time Marches On o

‘This route was known by the settlers as the Killimuck Trail, We used it to Once used for strol, this route’s significance would endure
travel between places like the Salmon River and Willametce Falls to trade through time and 115 of the route became State Highway
L and interact with others. This was long before white people came. Local 22 in the 19205, a link to A portion of the old route in the park

tribes used chis path to visit their tilixam - en restored as a foot trail for your enjoyment.
(Friends and relations) on the coast and the — ay 22 continues to be an important route for the
" valley. Tr was a good route, the path of least ferated Tribes of Grand Ronde as they revitalize
resistance. Settlers recognized this and began to their culture and traditions and welcome all people-to
use it. Whites staying in the area créated fear visit and participate.
and friction. Later, we traveled this and other
roites as we were relocated from our original
homelands to the Grand Ronde Reservation.

A Sliver in Time

We located our fort along che
F ail so we could restrict trafic at
5 the gate 10 the reservation. We

could easily observe the
gate, sentry box, and trail
from Officers’ Row and
the blockhouse. During
this ten-year sliver in time,
we could easily control
Indians’ movements as
well as movements of
settlers who would harass
them. The path turned
into our road to Salem.







OFFICERS’ ROW

h, How Checkered Is Army Life”

cssenial for respect
and leadership. We
cach have our own  [ESSEELENTS
d live - [ 3 Officers Destined
ins for Fame

oversce the parade
grounds. Our

isolated fort i lonely
and boring 5o w

enjoy our own litdle
luxuries, all essential
for an officer’s culrural
refinement.

der

with additions on
ly one

. the rumored “Sheridan Hous
the possible home of L. Sheridan while he w
sationed here. Other Fort Yambill p

who gained Civil War fame inchuded Lt.
B. Hazen and Capt. Andrew J. Smith.
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Restoring a Cultural Landscape
Minding the Fence

Fore Yambill not an

It 1862, and we volun
cgula fast year, ¥

ametce Valley region include
Jarge area of praie, sately oaks, and camas flowers? This 3
v when Native Americans traditionally used ¢ =
d. They did it for . W
o - 3 1 ‘ cal d for the Grear Cause. Our
5 5 and Indians on oppost battles, while different from th
fence. Add to chat,che Civil War has

Does your image of today

was the s
soldiers in p

take over former prairic. Over time, ree roots have dam: T
historic foundations, roads, and fence fines here at Fore Yamhill s i
Many trees have been removed to prevent further disturbance to = 5 T i ot
in the defense of his
alFa continent away

Count the tree rings on a nearby stump to sec just how 7 i N < % 4 2 i
quickly the forest can take over. ! Py / | 7 9
e s B g

et

Park in Progre
R E 22 3
This cultural restoration in Fort Yamhill State Herita f - 3 :
is a cooperative efforc between Oregon Parks and Recreation oo B oo -
Department and the Confederated Tribes of Grand 5 | gt e
of archeologsts, histori b ey
o o 5
- " E i commissan
o : oA 2 ningl
€ wg their parade ground drill around
iy
| .
/ Using the map’s legend, see how many.
building locations you can identify.

Ronde. It involves the wor
wribal elders, and others. Archeolog
oF buildings from the fort period.

n reveal the precise

n offer clucs
o vtk e
y oAl

reveal locati
Artifacs discovered, in place,
location of buildings, for exampl
abou the events and the lives of the past

During your visit, if you discover what | — -
an artifict, don't disturb it. Contact the park P g
Restoring our cultural heritage depends on it
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BLOCKHOUSE . . . SYMBOL OF DEFENSE

Stategic Location Been Around the Block
WV lead i ko where o scels cn sy observe Tttt ko
b iy o el . The ot we bl 866 o the auctioncer for.
oo oy o . Things diicu 150 a0 s for g Abous
oun hat vy I precy g oyt e, st moved 9 e
Crand Ronde Agency and s 55
Bfoe che uirdhouse was bl e ed he blockbouse e o o n 911, he
Bl o ot soldics and Tndans, somecimes S Hocdhowevar moved 0 Dovon.
gt Offe o cd o = s nowin el Pck. The
Jul el drunkenncs, ule = Ty
i . Sapeivendent of indian Afaisfor
hshop. S =

ot WA \\A‘\'\'!\\\“\\

dohoho ockiouse







o

Misery
Shared EISERNCE 12 atianabsalt s e 7He
. July 4 1862. A 4 for s parade, acquiting
company et for S anexcellent 4P
QOur company e w ol themselves creditably 5L partook.
uarters are quite a s is walitety ] adlias andonat loss thew 150 G¢
( 9 quite . \ 63 o the pinion that i exceededs
/" X contrast to those of ! ; imply ) ares dinner Sl e,: indbyet hadkin 0regor:
our officers. We are stacked like o for i ; wnything of o ot
. . owr
cordwood with about as much | & Aug. 21, 1862 oo B
: | WW ; i ovedsto be xnml/["“‘“af
space per man as we have in our weathar fine: Som xuta”‘”‘t D oo aarly awoes 7Y
little wedge tents. This compares Apr- ; ’:6_2_} o ot ’ WP“‘; Iis . 5 b addwchsto the wHforH
. » 4 W' i
poorly with each officer’s house, w;:w S{ A/}’ e “hads Orders 0% - appearanceof the wens THe rw:;
e T 2 k7 iy Rwer is
which is about the size of our ; ouse 2Ty Soldier M«WW o forthis dmngbnfwhir f’)’fl;(vmw“
entire barracks. Our barracks ourapass.” THe soundls A ’ sawing of nearly “[
' ndiar pying materials.
are only 50 feet by 30 feet for who considers ¢ yearsfeacyed
as many as 100 soldiers. Five o is rancids ‘ Ang 25,
; : 2 is di . weather
windows on the side open to a  ifue subsi ﬁh“‘i’ j‘ml s g
full length porch. To the west is i) o, Magician exhibitzdohis
b will : | Kengorrs ks n the “wiass o0
our mess room where we eat our ; ; ight-of-hands tricks 4 ;
breakf d.di S q slig fmdw““f iring Oreqonians.
reakfast and dinner. Supper is . w Blanket: 4 large AR\
i3 uld drss & . . Y mimnmg oty it was quite wrelef

really simple-coffee and bread. romthousnamonsory

We are paid $16 per month for last of O

. 31, 1862. 315t And \
oct. 31, large ot ”f \

general Muster: A

soldier duties—whether chopping
firewood, marching endlessly, or i hare o 01 “pustered:”
recapturing Indians who have left : ici All Q"iﬂ on the Yambhill ~The Civil P;W Sams ouwes us 8 wonhs py-
the reservation. But, sometimes the P O Copod Rova A doveralboys detailedoto haset Indians.
3 Bensell’s diary, edited by Gunter
paymaster doesn't come by for 1 nany Barth, gives us insight on the life
months, and when he does, we are and thoughs in the Company
paid in scrip, which is good only for Quarters. Pull on Bensell's boots,
- —  walk these grounds, look through his
3 eyes, listen through his ears.

full value at the sutler’s store. That
should keep us close to home!
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CROSS-CULTURAL CONVENIENCE STORE

Sutler’s Store. Makuk-haws. One Store. Many Shoppers.
Life on the Outside

Payday! We
A
%l can head to the
‘ sutler’s store.

That's where we satisty

We Buy It Twice

We signed treaties to
@ exchange our homelands
for materials, education,

and this reservation. Now we find

our thirst and get our

we have to buy or trade for what
tobacco. The officers go

we were promised.
there to enjoy their fine
cigars and catch up on the

newspapers. We see the Dall}’ Necessities

R

Indians stocking up on their

supplies. The sutler’s store Traditionally, the sutler played an

and other civilian buildings important role in support of the

such as the Jaundresses’ fort. A sutler was responsible for

ing item v iss
quarters, bake house, selling items that were not ssued

blacksmith shop, and the
stables are outside the fence

by the military. Here, officers
could enjoy the luxuries of civilian
life by socializing and relaxing

surrounding the pamdc

grounds This fence is a among friends. Soldiers would

dividing line between our spend their meager pay on alcohol
; licary life and et and tobacco. Local settlers could
strict military life and the

freedom the civilians have purchase supplies to get them

through the long winters.
Sometimes, Native Americans
had to purchase needed supplies
promised by the Indian Agent, but
not delivered.




